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CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 9331 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, TU, IZ, EG, LY, PLO, SA 
SUBJECT: TURKISH- ARAB RELATIONS 

1 . DECEMBER 9, IN THE COURSE OF A DISCUSSION OF TURKISH 
RELATIONS WITH THE ARAB COUNTRIES, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MFA 
MID-EASTERN AND AFRICAN OFFICE, SUAT CAKIR, MADE THE FOLLOWING 
OBSERVATIONS: 

A. IT IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE MINISTRY OF 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) TO CONDUCT A COHERENT POLICY WITH RESPECT 
TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES BECAUSE OF CHRONIC INTERFERENCE BY THE 
SECOND LARGEST PARTY OF THE FOUR-PARTY COALITION GOVERNMENT, THE 
ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALIST NATIONAL SALVATION PARTY (NSP). THE MOST 
OBVIOUS MANIFESTATION OF THIS PROBLEM IS THE FACT THAT TURKEY NOW 
IS WITHOUT AMBASSADORS IN JIDDA, BAGHDAD AND CAIRO AND HAS BEEN 
UNABLE TO REPLACE THEM BECAUSE OF REFUSAL BY THE NSP TO APPROVEL 
THE CANDIDATES PROPOSED BY THE MFA. 
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B. FONMIN CAGLAYANGIL IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED TO VISIT 
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TWO ARAB COUNTRIES WITHIN THE NEXT SIX WEEKS. THE FIRST VISIT 
WILL BE TO SAUDI ARABIA AND WILL TAKE PLACE EITHER DECEMBER 23 
OR DECEMBER 30. THE MFA IS SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE VALUE OF A VISIT 
BY CAGLAYANGIL AT THIS TIME SINCE JIDDA HAS BEEN SATURATED BY THE 
VISIT OF NINE OTHER MINISTERS DURING THE LAST YEAR. CAGLAYANGIL'S 
INVITATION, HOWEVER, IS A LONG-STANDING ONE AND HE FEELS HE MUST 
HONOR IT. (THE MOST RECENT HIGH LEVEL VISITORS HAVE BEEN 
DEPUTY PRIMIN TURKES AND THREE OTHER MINISTERS WHO PARTICIPATED 
IN THE ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA. TURKES, WHO IS CHAIRMAN 
OF THE SMALLEST PARTY IN THE COALITION, THE EXTREME RIGHT-WING 
NATIONALIST ACTION PARTY (NAP), MET WITH SENIOR SAUDI OFFICIALS 
WHILE IN JIDDA AND EXTENDED AN INVITATION FROM PRESIDENT KORUTURK 
TO KING KHALID TO VISIT TURKEY. ACCORDING TO 

CAKIR, TURKES HAD HOPED THAT HIS VISIT WOULD HAVE MORE OFFICIAL 
CONTENT THAN THIS, BUT BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND THE GOVERNMENT 
REFUSED TO GIVE HIM ANY SUBSTANTIVE RESPONSIBILITY.) THE SECOND 
VISIT THAT CAGLAYANGIL TENTATIVELY HAS SCHEDULED IS TO CAIRO IN 
MID-JANUARY. COMPLETION OF THIS VISIT, HOWEVER, IS DEPENDENT ON 
THE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW TURKISH AMBASSADOR SINCE CAGLAYANGIL 
WILL REFUSE TO GO IF THERE IS NO AMBASSADOR IN CAIRO. (WHILE 
THERE IS NO TURKISH AMBASSADOR IN JIDDA, A FORMER AMBASSADOR 
TO JIDDA IS PRESENTLY THERE TO ASSIST DURING THE PILGRIMAGE SEASON 
AND HE WILL STAY UNTIL CAGLAYANGIL COMPLETES HIS VISIT.) 

C. IRAQI-TURKISH RELATIONS CONTINUE TO BE QUITE GOOD. 

THEY ARE TROUBLED ONLY BY THE IRAQI TREATMENT OF THE TURKOMAN 
MINORITY IN KIRKUK. WHILE THE TURKS ARE UPSET BY WHAT THEY 
CONSIDER IRAQI ATTEMPTS AT "ARABIZATION" AND ITS POSSIBLE DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS, THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT INCLINED TO PRESS THE 
IRAQIS ON THIS ISSUE IN VIEW OF THE GENERALLY GOOD STATE OF THEIR 
RELATIONS. 

D. THE IRAQI-TURKISH PIPELINE WILL BE COMPLETED ON 
SCHEDULE IN JANUARY AND AN IRAQI MINISTER WILL ATTEND THE 
OPENING CEREMONY. 

E. THE WEEK OF "SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN 

PEOPLE" WHICH IS CURRENTLY BEING OBSERVED IN ISTANBUL WAS ORIGINALLY 
ORGANIZED BY LEFTIST STUDENT GROUPS. PARTICIPANTS NOW INCLUDE 
MOST LEFTIST ORGANIZATIONS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL POLITICAL 
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PARTIES. VARIOUS ARAB COUNTRIES ARE ALSO PARTICIPATING IN THE 
SOLIDARITY WEEK. CAKIR SAID AS OF THIS MOMENT, THE MFA WAS NOT 
PARTICIPATING IN THE MEETINGS AND HOPED TO BE ABLE TO STAY OUT 
OF THEM. (AT THIS POINT IN THE CONVERSATION, CAKIR RECEIVED A 
TELEPHONE CALL FROM THE COUNSELOR OF THE LIBYAN EMBASSY REQUESTING 
ASSISTANCE IN GETTING VISAS FOR LIBYAN PARTICIPANTS. WHEN 
CAKIR HUNG UP THE PHONE, EMBOFF EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT TURKS 
WOULD BE PARTICULARLY MINDFUL OF THE POTENTIAL SECURITY PROBLEMS 
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SUCH VISITORS CREATED, NOTING THAT THE TERRORISTS WHO HAD CARRIED 
OUT THE ATTACK AT IUZANBUL AIRPORT EARLIER THIS YEAR HAD BEEN 
PALESTINIANS WHO HAD COME FROM LIBYA. CAKIR SAID GOT WAS ALERT 
TO THE PROBLEM. HE ALSO SAID PALESTINIANS HAD "MADE A LOT OF 
PROMISES" AFTER THE ISTANBUL INCIDENT, BUT PALESTINIAN MOVEMENT 
SO FRAGMENTED HE WAS NOT SURE SUCH ASSURANCES WERE OF ANY VALUE.) 
RUK THE ARREST LAST WEEK OF NEARLY 200 TURKISH AND 
SYRIAN CITIZENS ON THE SYRIAN-TURKISH BORDER WAS "NOTHING UNUSUAL". 
CAKIR SAID THE BORDER AREA IN QUESTION IS MAJOR TRANSIT POINT 
FOR SMUGGLERS. HE SAID THE PROBLEMS BETWEEN THE BORDER 
PATROL AND EXTENDED FAMILIES, PARTS OF WHICH LIVE ON BOTH SIDES 
OF THE BORDER (AND FOR WHOM SMUGGLING IS A WAY OF LIFE) IS A 
CONTINUOUS ONE. THE ARRESTS LAST WEEK WERE REPORTED IN THE 
NEWSPAPERS BECAUSE A SHOVING MATCH OCCURRED BETWEEN POLICE AND 
THE PERSONS WHO INSISTED ON CROSSING THE BORDER WITHOUT 
DOCUMENTATION AND BECAUSE MANY OUTSIDES ARE IN THE AREA BECAUSE 
OF THE HOLY SEASON. OTHERWISE, CAKIR SAID, THE EVENT WOULD HAVE 
GONE UNNOTICED. 

BERGUS 
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